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Award Winning Newsletter of The Bluegrass Wildwater Association since 1976. May/June2020

 

 In this issue:  New BWA Officers for 2020-2021
   Message from BWA's New President Sandra Broadus
   Bowlines Salute to Brent Austin for his Decades of Support to our Newsletter
   Eddy Lines

In our Own Words.....

Welcome New BWA Officers!
Hello BWA! Your 2020-2021 steering committee was elected unanimously at a virtual member meeting. They 
are as follows:
	 •	 President:	Sandra	Broadus
	 •	 Vice	President:	Emily	Grimes
	 •	 Secretary:	Walt	Hummel
	 •	 Treasurer:	Kyle	Koeberlein
	 •	 Newsletter	Editor:	Don	Spangler
	 •	 River	Conservation	Liason:	Bob	Larkin
	 •	 Safety	Officer:	Dave	Forman
	 •	 Program	Director:	Clay	Warren
	 •	 Film	Festival	Coordinator:	Regina	Hatfield
	 •	 Web	Meister:	Michael	Williams
	 •	 Gear	Meister:	Jansen	Koeberlein
	 •	 Member	at	Large:	Gus	Milton
	 •	 Membership	Coordinator:	William	Samples
	 •	 Past-President:	Robert	Watts

Thank	you	for	those	of	you	that	attended	the	meeting	or	took	the	time	to	vote	via	email!	And	a	BIG	thank	you	to	
our	outgoing	steering	committee	officers	-	our	organization	wouldn’t	be	the	same	without	you.

Our	new	administration	has	some	tough	challenges	ahead	-	navigating	the	ongoing	pandemic	while	still	trying	
to	provide	value	to	our	members.	In	order	to	best	meet	your	expectations,	the	Steering	Committee	has	devel-
oped	a	survey	to	better	understand	how	we	can	serve	you.

Additionally,	there	was	a	motion	at	the	July	2020	club	meeting	to	increase	membership	dues	to	reflect	the	in-
creased	costs	the	BWA	faces	in	all	of	our	programming.	We	would	like	for	you	to	vote	on	this	measure.	

Click	on	the	blue	button	below	to	vote	on	increasing	membership	dues	and	fill	out	the	BWA	member	survey,	
and	you	can	enter	in	a	chance	to	win	a	$50	gift	card	to	J&H!	A	winner	will	be	selected	at	random	from	the	sur-
vey	participants	who	opt	in	to	the	raffle,	and	announced	at	the	September	meeting!

Meet	our	new	President:	Sandra	Broadus:	pg.	3	

Take the Survey & Vote
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSegkQmGnVsHM6N-gGn0ufruL3bU6jcaMpyB0OgqMvhCwOb96Q/viewform
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Bowlines	is	the	Newsletter	of	the	Bluegrass	Wildwater	
Association,	POB	4231,	Lexington	Ky,	40504	

Club Officers 2020-2021

Join in on the Fun! 

Join	the	BWA!	BWA	Membership	$20/individual;	$25/Family	year	entitles	
you	to	receive	the	newsletter,10%	discounts	at	many	local	and	out	of	state	
outfitter	shops,	use	of	club	equipment,	discount	at	pool	rolling	sessions,	a	
listing	in	the	BWA	Handbook,		a	stream	gauge	guide,	and	web	site	with	a	
forum	for	member’s	messages	&	a	parking	pass	for	the	Elkhorn.

Meetings are held at 7:30, the second Tuesday of each month at 
location announced on our website: http://www.bluegrasswildwater.org

BWA members want to read your story! 
Short or long. Sad or Funny.  

Tell us your paddling related story!  Please!!
	Files	can	be	e-mailed	tothe	Editor:	DonSpang@aol.com	

President			 	 Sandra	Broadus		 859-983-4475
Vice-President		 	 Emily	Grimes		
Treasurer		 	 Kyle		Koeberlein	 502-370-1289
Secretary		 	 Walt	Hummel	 859-351-0132
Safety		 	 	 Dave	Forman	 859-550-9040	
Program		 	 	 Clay	Warren	 859-326-0602	
Newsletter		 	 Don	Spangler		 859-277-7314
Cyber	Communications		 Michael	Williams			
Conservation		 	 Bob	Larkin	 502-550-4225	 	
Film	Festival	Coordinator		 Regina	Hatfield	 	 	
Equipment	Coordinator		 Jansen	Koeberlein	 262-751-44	
At-Large	Member		 	 Gus	Milton	
Membership	Coordinator		 Will	Samples	 859-351-0132
Past	President		 	 Rober	Watts	 859-554-8489	

Second Tuesday of the Month, 7:30 pm

BWA Monthly Meeting 
Location can vary 

For	more	information	on	Club	Meetings	
&	Activities	always	check	the	online	Calendar. 

http://bwa.shuttlepod.org

Looking Ahead

http://www.canoeky.com/

The BWA wishes to thank Canoe Kentucky for it's support.
We urge you to patronize them for your outdoor needs.

Check out Bowlines Online Archive with many 
great issues going back to 1998!

Issue Archive:
http://bwa.shuttlepod.org/Newsletter

A must read for all members, our 30th Anniversary issue:

http://www.bluegrasswildwater.org/bowlines/BL30thAnnv_Aug06.pdf

About the BWA's Bowlines
The	Bowlines	has	been	a	unique	record	of	the	BWA	
and	its	members.	Unique	in	that	is	has	been	more	than	
a listing of club activities and general information about 
paddling	and	related	issues.	When	you	read	Bowlines	
you read about each of us and what we thought and 
did	over	the	years.	Members	have	contributed	articles	
not	only	about	paddling,	conservation,	and	the	club,	but	
also	stories	crafted	with	humor,	imagination,	and	the	
spirit	of	enthusiasm	of	life	and	enjoyment	of	each	other.	
These	are	only	a	small	portion	of	the	many	articles	
worth	rereading.	There	have	been	songs,	poems,	soap	
operas,	jokes,	cartoons,	wedding	announcements,	birth	
announcements,	and	unique	trip	reports	among	all	the	
issues.	Not	what	you	might	think	you	would	see	in	a	
whitewater club newsletter. 

We	owe	a	thank	you	to	all	the	newsletter	editors	that	
spent	countless	hours	preparing	each	issue.	To	all	you	
club members a big BWA hand for your contributions. 
Please	keep	it	up!	Now	dig	in	and	enjoy	old	memories	
or	chuckle	at	the	amusing	stories,	poems	and	pic-
tures...

All BWA 
Meetings/Activities are on 
hold, check BWA web site 
or look for e-mail updates  

Roll Sessions
For Dates,  info and to register go to Calendar:

 http://bwa.shuttlepod.org

http://www.bluegrasswildwater.org
mailto:DonSpang@aol.com
http://www.canoeky.com
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About me:

How I got into paddling: 
Although	I	had	been	flatwater	paddling	quite	a	bit	in	high	school,	and	whitewater	rafting	once	on	vacation,	I	was	generally	
unaware	of	whitewater	kayaking	as	a	sport	until	I	started	dating	Michael	Williams	a	few	years	ago.	He	told	me	he	was	just	
getting	into	it	and	spending	a	lot	of	his	free	time	on	the	water,	so	if	I	wanted	to	spend	more	time	with	him,	I	should	pick	it	
up	too!	I	thought	it	sounded	like	a	blast	actually	bought	myself	a	boat,	skirt,	and	paddle	before	I	ever	got	out	on	the	water.	
It	worked	out	really	well.	:)	

What I did before: 
I	work	as	the	Alternative	Transportation	Manager	at	the	University	of	Kentucky,	managing	bicycle	programs	and	infrastruc-
ture	(among	other	things).	I	also	serve	as	the	Chair	of	the	Lexington	Bicycle	and	Pedestrian	Advisory	Committee	and	a	
board	member	for	the	Broke	Spoke	Community	Bike	Shop.	Fall	2020	will	be	my	last	semester	of	taking	part-time	graduate	
courses,	after	which	I	will	have	completed	a	Master	of	Public	Administration	with	a	graduate	certificate	in	Nonprofit	Man-
agement.	My	last	two	years	in	the	BWA	I	have	served	as	Conservation	Officer	and	then	Program	Director.								

Where I'm from:
I	grew	up	in	Meade	County,	Kentucky,	but	came	to	Lexington	for	undergrad	at	UK.	After	college	I	lived	in	Missoula,	Mon-
tana	for	a	couple	years	and	then	came	back	to	work	at	my	alma	mater.

What I'd like to accomplish with the BWA:
My	goals	for	the	BWA	under	my	presidency	are	to	continue	our	beloved	traditions	while	adding	to	our	membership	and	
the	number	of	services	we	can	offer	to	beginners.	With	a	new	webmeister,	I	hope	to	update	our	website	to	a	more	user-
friendly	interface,	and	expand	our	communication	and	transparency	with	members.	Importantly,	during	the	pandemic,	I	
also	think	it's	important	to	communicate	with	our	members	about	the	value	of	the	BWA	and	keep	the	stoke	level	up	for	
whitewater,	even	if	the	in-person	events	are	sparse	this	year.

Sandra Broadus  BWA President

Hi folks! If you don’t already know me, I look forward to getting to know you this year.

I started whitewater paddling about two and half years ago, and just in the past month 
paddled my first class V river. The BWA and my river family have become  a huge part 
of my life, and I'm stoked to be stepping into a bigger leadership role with our club. 

My new-ness in the sport gives me a great perspective to hopefully advocate for and 
serve our beginner boaters, and my previous two years on the Steering Committee (as 
conservation officer and then program director) give me a solid foundation in the BWA 
to be able to continue our beloved traditions.

If you catch me out and about, be sure to say hi! Hope to see you on the river!
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Scotty surfing the Pigeon

Everyone	has	been	impacted	by	the	Covid-19	Pandemic.		
Stay	at	home	orders,	social	distancing	and	masks	worn	were	all	foreign	concepts	as	we	rolled	in	the	year	2020.

	 My	plans	for	activities	and	events	were	suddenly	uprooted.		Things	got	cancelled,	meetings	resched-
uled,	toilet	paper	was	scarce,	and	all	of	a	sudden,	we	were	all	sitting	
at	home	with	time	on	our	hands.		But,	I	happen	to	live	close	to	the	
Pigeon	River	and	the	Smoky	Mountains,	and	I	have	rivers	and	creeks	
in	my	proverbial	“backyard”.		And,	I	have	been	quaranteamed	with	
Scott	Mills,	Jessica	Cook	and	Paul	Nenninger,	all	kayakers	and	all	
living	at	Nippur	where	we	share	space	including	kitchen	and	showers	
and	other	amenities.		We	never	did	elbow	bump	each	other	because	
we	already	shared	space.		So,	with	several	vehicles,	and	competent	
paddling	friends,	we	began	hitting	the	river	every	day	we	could.		

	 It	has	been	an	odd	ride	though.		Here	as	we	reach	mid-sum-
mer,	covid	cases	are	going	back	up	and	the	public	is	reacting	very	dif-
ferently	to	the	plague	now	than	back	in	late	March.		We	will	see	where	
that	all	goes.		In	the	meanwhile,	we	have	mostly	stayed	in	the	woods	
around	here,	going	to	the	Pigeon,	the	Greenbrier	section	of	the	Mid-
dle	Prong	of	the	Little	Pigeon,	the	Little,	Nolichucky	and	streams	close	
by.			We	did	other	projects	in	the	woods	that	allowed	us	to	socialize	in	
productive	ways	while	not	breathing	air	from	inside	a	Walmart,	such	as	
building	a	Woodhenge	on	Solstice	day,	a	place	that	will	be	awesome	
for	campfires,	music	and	other	such	outdoor	activities.

Amelia feeling good!

KAYAKING AND SOCIAL DISTANCING 
– AN UNUSUAL TIME WE LIVE IN

Brent Austin

A Salute to Brent Austin! 
There	has	been	no	more	faithful	contributer	over	the	decades	to	the	BWA	Bowlines	Newletter	than	Brent	Austin!		
We	appreciate	his	sharing	of	paddling	experiences	which	have	an	important	part	of	our	club	history.	His	efforts	
have	given	all	of	us	a	understanding	of	what	paddling	whitewater	and	being	in	the	BWA	is	all	about.	Thanks	so	
much	Brent	for	all	you	have	done	for	the	BWA	and	inspiring	us	sharing	your	many	stories		with	us.	Few	other	

paddling	clubs	come	close	to	having	a	newsletter	like	the	BWA	because	of	you!
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We	go	to	the	Pigeon	a	lot,	and	I	gotta	tell	you,	within	the	past	two	years,	and	especially	this	summer,	a	beauti-
ful	play	wave	has	formed	at	Rooster	Tail,	just	downstream	from	Lost	Guide,	and	we	spend	many	hours	there	
hanging	out	at	Rock	Beach	and	surfing	what	has	become,	perhaps,	a	Destination	Wave	of	sorts.		Solid	Class	3	
wave	that	is	bouncy,	can	carve	on	and	a	serviceable	eddy.		Check	it	out	if	you	haven’t	been	there	in	a	minute.		
There	are	crowds	though	on	the	Pigeon,		but	mostly	the	raft	traffic.		That	said,	it	does	not	compare	to	the	traffic	
I	saw	on	the	Ocoee.		I	just	got	back	from	an	Ocoee	trip	on	Saturday,	July	18,	2020.		The	Upper	was	not	too	
crowded	and	was	super	sweet,	but	the	middle	section	was	on	a	whole	different	planet.		What	plague?		Never	
know	it	by	this	massive	crowd.		Raft	traffic	was	crazy.				

	 Not	sure	how	everyone	else’s	experience	is	but	I	have	stayed	pretty	rural,	have	paddled	the	Pigeon	
more	than	usual	by	staying	close	to	home,	and	when	I	do	hook	up	with	others	for	shuttles,	we	are	wear-
ing	masks,	windows	down,	or	have	folks	ride	in	the	back	of	the	pickup	truck.		Boating	close	to	home	and	not	
traveling	to	boat	is	what	is	now	normal	for	us.		That	said,	and	I	know	we	all	know	that	the	Gauley	Festival	is	
cancelled	this	year,	first	time	ever,	but	the	Gauley	and	Russell	Fork	are	still	slated	to	release,	so	assuming	ac-
cess	issues	are	smooth,	I	plan	to	spend	a	bit	of	time	camping	and	kayaking	and	continuing	the	social	distance	
opportunities	afforded	by	being	a	paddler.

Hope	to	see	some	of	you	in	an	eddy,	perhaps	6	feet	apart,	in	a	river	sometime	soon.
Skobotin!									Brent	Austin

Woodhenge at Nippur

How has your boating been affected in recent months?  We would love to hear about it.
Send Bowlines your story and photos (if you have some) for the next issue! 
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Here are two great articles by Brent Austin in 1993
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BWA Steering Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

7/7/2020 

Call	to	Order
A	virtual	meeting	of	Bluegrass	Wildwater	Association	steering	committee	was	held.		Meeting	called	to	order	
7:00	PM.		Steering	Committee	Members	in	Attendance

Non-Steering	Committee	Members	in	Attendance
	 •	 NONE
Officer	Reports
	 •	 NPFF	road	show	at	USA	Raft	raised	$600	for	AW
New	Business
	 •	 Motion	to	have	to	July	general	meeting	normally	held	a	Elkhorn	Acres	to	change	to	a		 	
	 virtual	meeting.	Seconded
	 •	 Motion	Passed
	 •	 Motion	to	allocate	$100	to	support	virtual	July	club	general	meeting	
	 •	 Motion	seconded	and	passed
	 •	 Discussion	on	steering	committee	member	duties.		Rob	creating	Google	docs	detailing		 	
	 	 these	duties.		Discussed	setting	up	accounts.
	 •	 Motion	made	to	use	Google	drive	as	a	storage	location	for	BWA	docs	
	 •	 Motion	seconded	and	passed
	 •	 Motion	to	open	voting	to	close	day	of	the	July	general	meeting
	 •	 Motion	seconded	and	passed
	 •	 Motion	to	raise	membership	dues	to:	$30	individual,	$40	family
	 •	 Motion	seconded	and	passed,	Will	be	proposed	at	July	general	meeting
Adjournment: 
	 	 Club	Member	made	a	motion	to	adjourn	the	meeting	on	7/7/2020	@	8:00	P.M.	and	it	was		
	 	 seconded	by	Club	Member.	The	motion	was	carried.
Walt Hummel-Secretary 7.7.20

Eddy Lines of Interest
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Call	to	Order
A	virtual	meeting	of	Bluegrass	Wildwater	Association	steering	committee	was	held.		Meeting	called	to	order	
7:00	PM.		Steering	Committee	Members	in	Attendance

BWA General Meeting 
Minutes 

7/11/2020

Announcements
	 •	 None
Old	Business
	 •	 NPFF	will	need	to	find	a	new	venue.		May	need	to	look	at	going	virtual
New	Business
	 •	 Motion	to	open	on-line	voting	for	the	purpose	of	raising	membership	dues	to	$40	for	
family	and	30	for	individual	membership.		Seconded
	 •	 Motion	Passed
	 •	 Motion	to	amend	motion	to	leave	voting	open	until	at	least	half	the	membership	has	
voted	or	at	least	one	year	has	passed.	
	 •	 Motion	seconded	and	passed
	 •	 Motion	made	to	accept	the	list	of	nominees	for	steering	committee	offices	
	 •	 Motion	seconded	and	passed
	 •	 Discussion	on	Elkhorn	parking
Adjournment
Club	Member	made	a	motion	to	adjourn	the	meeting	on	7/11/2020	@	8:00	P.M.	and	it	was	seconded	
by	Club	Member.	The	motion	was	carried.

Walt Hummel-Secretary 7.11.20 @ 8:PM


