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Award Winning Newsletter of The Bluegrass Wildwater Association since 1976. March/April 2020

 

 In this issue: 	 National Paddling Film Festival 2020 ...yet another great one.
			   The NOT NPFF Race
			   Remembering the Start of the NPFF
			   Off the Cuff & Eddy Lines

In our Own Words.....

The 2020 
NPFF Wrap-up

Remembering the 
start of the NPFF

BWA Clinic Cancelled - Other activities may be postponed. Check BWA Site/Calendar for more updated info
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Bowlines is the Newsletter of the Bluegrass Wildwater 
Association, POB 4231, Lexington Ky, 40504 

Club Officers 2018-2019  
Join in on the Fun! 

Join the BWA! BWA Membership $20/individual; $25/Family year entitles 
you to receive the newsletter,10% discounts at many local and out of state 
outfitter shops, use of club equipment, discount at pool rolling sessions, a 
listing in the BWA Handbook,  a stream gauge guide, and web site with a 
forum for member’s messages & a parking pass for the Elkhorn.

Meetings are held at 7:30, the second Tuesday of each month at 
location announced on our website: http://www.bluegrasswildwater.org

BWA members want to read your story! 
Short or long. Sad or Funny.  

Tell us your paddling related story!  Please!!
 Files can be e-mailed tothe Editor: DonSpang@aol.com 

President 			  Robert Watts 	 859-554-8489
Vice-President 		  Hanley Loller`	 859-954-2025
Treasurer 		  Kyle  Koeberlein	 502-370-1289
Secretary 		  Walt Hummel	 859-351-0132
Safety 			   Sarah Leech	 859-806-9843 
Program 			   Sandra Broadus	 859-983-4475
Newsletter 		  Don Spangler 	 859-277-7314
Cyber Communications 	 Joe Wheatly  	 859-361-0892
Conservation 		  Vacant				  
Film Festival Coordinator 	 Gina Cunningham	 859-230-4763		
Equipment Coordinator 	 Kris Mulins	 262-751-4476	
At-Large Member 		  Dave Forman	 812-221-5514
Membership Coordinator 	 Will Samples	 859-351-0132
Past President 		  Kyle  Koeberlein	 502-370-1289
Social Media Director	 Rober Go		 (Temp Position)

Second Tuesday of the Month, 7:30 pm

BWA Monthly Meeting 
Location can vary 

For more information on Club Meetings 
&  Activities always check the online Calendar. 

http://bwa.shuttlepod.org/page-659903 

Meetings are on hold. 

Looking Ahead

http://www.canoeky.com/

The BWA wishes to thank Canoe Kentucky for it's support.
We urge you to patronize them for your outdoor needs.

Check out Bowlines Online Archive with many 
great issues going back to 1998!

Issue Archive:
http://www.bluegrasswildwater.org/index.php?f=newsletter

A must read for all members, our 30th Anniversary issue:

http://www.bluegrasswildwater.org/bowlines/BL30thAnnv_
Aug06.pdf

About the BWA's Bowlines
The Bowlines has been a unique record of the BWA 
and its members. Unique in that is has been more than 
a listing of club activities and general information about 
paddling and related issues. When you read Bowlines 
you read about each of us and what we thought and 
did over the years. Members have contributed articles 
not only about paddling, conservation, and the club, but 
also stories crafted with humor, imagination, and the 
spirit of enthusiasm of life and enjoyment of each other. 
These are only a small portion of the many articles 
worth rereading. There have been songs, poems, soap 
operas, jokes, cartoons, wedding announcements, birth 
announcements, and unique trip reports among all the 
issues. Not what you might think you would see in a 
whitewater club newsletter. 

We owe a thank you to all the newsletter editors that 
spent countless hours preparing each issue. To all you 
club members a big BWA hand for your contributions. 
Please keep it up! Now dig in and enjoy old memories 
or chuckle at the amusing stories, poems and pic-
tures...

The BWA Spring Clinic
The clinic is canceled

 The BWA spring clinic has been officially cancelled. 
In this time, I feel that it is unconscionable for us to 

continue to hold onto student's registration fees for an 
event that we cannot responsibly reschedule. Once 
the current crisis has passed and gathering in large 
groups/having close physical contact is warranted 
again, we will re-evaluate our situation. We may at 
that time hold a summer or fall clinic, or simply plan 

several of one-day events oriented toward beginners. 
Until then, stay safe, be good to each other, and keep 
an ear to the ground for the next things coming from 

the BWA. 

     Hanley Loller     BWA Vice-President

http://www.bluegrasswildwater.org
mailto:DonSpang@aol.com
http://www.canoeky.com
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NPFF 2020... yet another great one!

The National Paddling Film Festival occurred February 21-23 and as a great success.   Hosted 
by the BWA, the NPFF is a grass roots festival geared toward raising funds for American White-
water and other river conservation / paddle sport promoting organizations.  This event has been 
happening for about 38 years and was the first of its kind.  Over it’s lifetime, the NPFF has do-
nated over $175,000 to these organizations and we have gotten to meet (and party with) some 
amazing people.  And it was that grass roots feeling that made it a success again this year.  
Thank you to EVERYONE that volunteered.  I have to say that I am so very proud of the outpour 
of volunteers.  

This year, we raised approximately $14,000 gross and 10,000 net.  Proceeds from the National 
Paddling Film Festival will benefit American Whitewater, The Balkan River Fund, First Descents 
and PTSD Veteran Athletes.  

Our Speakers this year were Adrienne Levkenct, Travis Overstreet, II and Nouria Newman.  
Each of them did a fantastic presentation and I feel so lucky to have gotten to meet them!  Sun-
day, February 23rd, we added a “Paddle with the Pros” event at the Frankfort YMCA.  Private 
Lessons with Nouria Newman and Travis Overstreet were raffled off for this and it was a very fun 
experience!  I hope, next year to make more folks aware these private lessons are being raffled.  
									         Gina Cunningham

Photo by Kyle Koberland
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NPFF 2020 WINNERS:
Amateur General:    For the Love of Falling, Adam Muldoon
Accomplished General:    The Chakachamamna River-A New Alaskan Classic, NRS
Accomplished Documentary:    Apurimac - The River Calls, Hugo Couzeau
Pro General:    Whitewater Presents: Explore Chapter Two, US National Whitewater Center
Pro Documentary:    The Long River Home. Seth Dahl, Big Cedar Media
Best Picture:    Spirit Falls by Charlie Munsey
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Best Image :    Spirit Falls by Charlie Munsey

I would like to send a huge shout out to the NPFF 
Team that made this festival a success!  This is in no 
particular order. 

2020 NPFF TEAM

1.  Sarah Leach-Assistant Director and Silent Auction 
Solicitor Extraordinaire.

2   Robert Watts- BWA El-Presidente and Partner in 
Crime to Sarah Leach.

3.  Kyle and Jansen Koeberlein- As the BWA Treas-
urer, Kyle had to help me set up bank account forms 
and provide lots of documentation regarding Tax 
Exempt status of the BWA for the NPFF.  And he 
listened to me rant about the new application process 
for alcohol licenses and new CBI numbers required 
of the State!  Whew!  Then he and Jansen provided 
free portraits for attendees of the Festival.  That was 
way cool.

4)  Bob Larkin- Mentor on many issues ranging from 
T-shirt Design to the legal procurement of Alcohol.  

5.  Brian Storz- His Excellency the Emcee Storzee.  
Brian was a total rock and support on set up, place-
ment of vendors, event timing/flow.  He even volun-
teered to help solicit for the Silent Auction.

6.  Dave Foreman- Dave for the Save!  Could not 
have done this with out him!  His willingness to help 
in all areas of the event was priceless.  From trans-
porting TVs to running wiring, if it needed done, he 
was all in!  

7.   Angela Dade Graham- The Social Media Maes-
tro!  If it was posted on Facebook or Instagram, 
Angela put it there.  It took many hours of searching 
photos, coming up with bylines, posting and asking 
photography permissions for her to make all of that 
happen.  Her set up for voting at the Film Festival 
was just beautiful and I’m so proud of her for her hard 
work!  
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8)   Ben Mudd- 2019 Director of the NPFF, Ben had 
a LOT of valuable input for development of the pro-
gram and Website Navigation / updating.  When Ben 
inherited the NPFF in 2019, he had only a couple of 
months to get it done.  And he DID.  So proud of his 
accomplishment last year and for paying it forward 
this year. 
 
9.   Michael Williams- Between Michael Williams, 
Ben Mudd and Hanley Loller, the Website for the 
NPFF somehow “happened”.   These guys are my 
heroes!!!!!  I can’t stress “enough” how much work 
they put into it. Add to it that Michael and Sandra 
Broadus had a little “film recruitment party” at their 
house and…Well…I’m sure it was something for the 
books!

10.  Hanley Loller- Volunteer Wrangler and all-
around great guy! Savvy web support, fixer of email 
errors and wisdom beyond his years, it was Hanley 
and Michael at the Christmas Party the finally fixed 
the mysteries of our website.  The moment is forever 
etched in my memory.

11.  Michael Daugherty- King of the Roadshow!  Until 
this year, I had no idea that we even “had” a Road-
show.  What is a Roadshow, you ask?  It’s a service 
where either we bring the film festival to your event 
or you rent films from “us” for your own event.  This 
is pretty cool.  You would be surprised how many 
other festivals approach the NPFF to rent films for 
their own festivals. Before I event took the position 
of NPFF Director, Michael was handling contracts, 
emails, payments, etc.  He really makes it happen, 
but no one really gets to see it.  He did an AMAZING 
job.

12. Terry Brunjes- The Keeper of the Books.  I hope 
we did ok giving her all the receipts to track to keep 
us out of trouble….lol

13.  Adelessa Grace: Queen of Chili Cook Off!  

14.  Ed and Tracy Singleton and the ENTIRE Sin-
gleton Clan!  Calmers of the Storm that is ALL things 
Silent Auction!  This requires almost super-human 
coordination and effort.  And, the Singletons handled 
it with poise and professionalism.  Ed also worked 
with Brian Storz to establish the Vendor Floor Plan 
and planned the Sam Singleton Race Booth with 
Rope throwing games.  On top of THAT, Ed pretty 
much recruited and negotiated for Tacoee to provide 
food for us on Saturday night.  There is more…

15.  Daniel Durick: “This is how we do it” Durick.  
Daniel ran the sound for the event and made our play 
list and interludes flow.  Without him, I would have 
been a Dead Mama Duck in the water.  For someone 
so quiet, he was responsible for a LOT of decibels.

16.  Bethany Overfield: Saint Bethany was the Direc-
tor for the NPFF for several years.  In fact, AW liked 
what she was doing so much, they recruited her.  She 
is deserving of Sainthood, in my opinion.  She made 
sure we had what we needed for Gauleyfest, had 
passes for volunteers, made sure we had our full-
page ad in AW Magazine.  She really helped guide 
me through this process that is the National Paddling 
Film Festival.  

17.  Don Perkins:  Marketing Aficionado!  Don was so 
very patient with me working up the full-page ad for 
AW magazine.  

18.  Penny Kephart:  Penny did our Flyers and post-
ers for the event this year and they were gorgeous!  I 
hope we get them to you earlier this year!  

19.  Karen Payne Gill:  Sweet-stuff Coordinator was 
in charge of our Bake off!   

20.  Clay Warren:  General support and ideas for 
speakers.  

21.  David Leachman: Judge of Judges.  David ar-
ranged judging and scoring  events of all submitted 
films.

22.  Barry Grimes:  Keeper of the Gate.  Barry was 
instrumental in establishing the National Paddling 
Films Festival from its inception.  His dedication and 
commitment to the event is invaluable.  To this day, 
he maintains an archive of all films submitted to the 
NPFF.  He receives films, contacts film makers, cata-
logs them and makes them available in a format they 
can be easily shared for judging.  

23.  Emily Grimes and Gus:  Host and Hostess for 
NPFF Judging Party. 

Thanks to everyone for showing up to support 
American Whitewater and river conservation!  

You all ROCK!
Gina Cunningham



7

NPFF 2020 Photo Essay

Photos on this page complements of:
Kyle Koberland, photolandmark.com
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Not NPFF Race 2020

Photos on this page
by Don Spangler
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NOT
NPFF RACE
RESULTS 
FOR 2020

Bob Larkin

Kyle Koberlain

Kyle Koberlain
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Photos on 
this page
by Don 

Spangler
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Remembering the start of the

National Paddling 
Film Festival 

To understand the genesis of the BWA's film festival you need to 
know about living in the seventies and early eighties. The club was 
formed because of a small group of outdoor enthusiasts in Lexing-
ton had started paddling (mostly canoes) together because of an 
outfitter: Sage, School of the outdoors. Most of them either bought 
gear there or taught some the classes it offered. Sage not only sold 
boats and other outdoor gear, but also taught outdoor skills includ-
ing paddling whitewater. Sage was formed around the same time as 
the Natahala Outdoor Center opened in 1972, but a couple of years 
later as I recall. Sage became the local center for paddlers, every 
thing you needed for paddling was there.

Learning how to paddle whitewater from Sage and then needing 
to do it as a group for safety led to the forming of the Bluegrass 
Wildwater Association in 1976. It worked out well for both Sage and 
the BWA. Sage sold the gear we needed to paddle with and as it's 
customers, students and associates  we bought that gear and took 
"Aqua" classes and trips with Sage. Better gear was  becoming 
available that made whitewater paddling easier and more fun.
.For example, ABS or Royalex Plastic (outer layers of vinyl, ABS 
with an ABS foam core) had just started to be used for making 
canoes. It was very durable, maintenance free & made a more af-
fordable boat compared to fiberglass. 

There were few books or films (video back then was exclusively 
used in the TV stations which also still relied heavily on film for 
programs. What few paddling films  that existed were either 16mm 
or amateur  8mm or super 8mm.

Bob Sehlinger, the former head instructor at Sage came to me 
with the idea to have an annual film festival to encourage amateur 
& pro films about paddling.  I thought it was a great idea, espe-
cially when he said his company "Menasha Ridge Press" would 
cover the costs of the festival until the festival was making money. 
I was BWA president at the time and talked it over with my prede-
cessor president, Sam Moore, and we decided to advocate to the 
club that we do it. The BWA voted yes and so I became the first 
NPFF director and the rest is history. 
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We were a small club at the time and all we 
thought about was paddling, so I knew everyone 
would pitch in to make the festival happen. That 
fall we held our first festival in a barn at the new 
Horse Park in October of 1983. We set up two 
theaters in the barn and we also provided meals 
as there was no place eat close by. 

We made no money that year or for a while.  
In fact it was not until 1987 that we made any 
money, and it was just 500.00. There was no 
festival in 1984 as we decided to move the 
festival from October to February, but true to his 
word, Bob supported us to the tune of several 
thousand dollars.

The result was that in the early  years 
many in the BWA made entries, using 
both 8mm and slides.

In 2001 Apple had came out with i-
movie on the Mac. we got Apple to par-
ticipate in having a Apple Digital Video 
Editing workshop and seminar at he 
NPFF. They provided computers and 
instruction on making a short paddling 
video and those that did got gift certi-
cates at the UK ComputerStore.

It was not long before we would be 
amazed at the imagination and quality 
of the entries that would be improved 
year after year, both amature, nov-
ice and pro in all the categories! Now 
there are a lot of paddling videos you 
can buy or watch on You Tube. I like 
to think that a young eager and vigor-
ous paddling club called the Bluegrass 
Wildwater Association had a part in 
that happening.

Don Spangler

Meals at the barn were provided by the late Dave Weiland seen on 
the left, and yours truly is at the far right.

For more about the NPFF through 
the years as well as BWA history 
check out Bowlines that are posted 
on line for all to read at the BWA 
web site:

http://www.bluegrasswildwater.org/index.
php?f=newsletter
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BWA General Meeting Minutes 2/11/2020
Steering Committee Members in Attendance

Program 30-45 Minutes
An Informal History of Whitewater Videography 
Presenter: Hanley Loller

New Business: None 
Announcements: Roll session 2/12
NPFF Looking for volunteers: •Need judges	 •Baking competition
Spring clinic registration open; third weekend in May Trip Reports
Time for club members to talk about and share any recent trips.
Adjournment
Club Member made a motion to adjourn the meeting on 2/11/2020 
@ 8:30 P.M. and it was seconded by Club Member. The motion was 
carried.

BWA General Meeting Minutes  3/10/2020
Steering Committee Members in Attendance

Eddy Lines of Interest
Program 30-45 Minutes
River Safety and Rescue Scenarios  
Presenter: Clay Warren
Old Business
NPFF update - AW affiliate membership renewed

New Business
•Tim Miller made a motion to have the approve $300 to support the 
Red River Cleanup   Hanley seconded the motion, Motion passed
•Hanley made a motion to that the club allocate $1500 for the 
Spring Clinc.   Bob Larkin seconded motion, Motion Passed
Announcements: Roll session 3/13
Trip Reports: Time for club members to talk about and share any 
recent trips.
Adjournment:  Club Member made a motion to adjourn the meet-
ing on 3/10/2020 @ 8:30 P.M. and it was seconded by Club Member. 
The motion was carried.

BWA Steering Committee Meeting Minutes 4/17/2020
Steering Committee Members in Attendance

Name Office Present Absent
Robert Watts President   Y       

Hanley Loller Vice President   Y       

Walt Hummel Secretary   Y      

Kyle Koeberlein Treasurer   Y       

Don Spangler Newsletter Editor   N      

River Conservation Liaison          

Sarah Leach Safety Officer    Y      

Sandra Broadus Program Director   N       

Regina Hatfield 
Cunningham

Film Festival Coordinator   N       

Joe Wheatley Web Meister      N

Gear Meister         

Dave Forman Member At Large   Y        

Membership Coordinator     N 

Robert Go Social Media Director Y

Kyle Koeberlein Past President   Y        

Non-Steering Committee Members in Attendance
NONE
Officer Reports
	 •	 None
New Business
Motion to get storage from Urban Squirrel for $50 a month. 
Robert seconded
Motion Passed
	
Adjournment
Club Member made a motion to adjourn the meeting on 
4/17/2020 @ 7:50 P.M. and it was seconded by Club Mem-
ber. The motion was carried.


